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Ancestor worship has been part of Chinese culture for more than 3000 years.

Chinese burials traditionally occur on the hillside. However, cremation has become the preferred
method. Ashes stored in urns are usually kept in columbaria.

GENEALOGICAL INFORMATION

Inscriptions on ancestral tablets, columbarium plague and tombstones can be a great source of
genealogical information. One can usually find the following information:

Name of the deceased

Name of parents

Name of spouse

Name of children and grandchildren
Birthdate and death date

2N T o

Ancestral village
HEAVENLY STEMS AND EARTHLY BRANCHES Ktz

The ten Heavenly Stems are a Chinese system of naming the ten days of the week. They first
appeared during the Shang dynasty.

The Earthly Branches is a similar cycle of twelve days.

Both were used together to produce a compound cycle of sixty days.
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